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2026 CHICAGO RIVER SWIM CANCELED DUE TO WEATHER-RELATED SAFETY CONCERNS​
Joint Statement from the Chicago River Swim and the City of Chicago 

CHICAGO, IL – After closely monitoring weather and river conditions, the Chicago River Swim and the 
City of Chicago have made the difficult decision to cancel the 2026 Chicago River Swim due to 
weather-related safety concerns, including the potential for a combined sewer overflow (CSO) that 
could affect water quality as well as the risk of lightning. The safety of the swimmers, volunteers, staff, 
and spectators remains the highest priority. 

“We know how much training, preparation, and heart our swimmers put into this event, and we share 
their disappointment,” said Doug McConnell, Chicago River Swim Founder. “The support from the City 
of Chicago and Mayor Brandon Johnson has been incredible, and we’re grateful for their partnership 
and commitment to this event. Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make it possible and 
who believes in what we’re building together for Chicago and its river. We’ll be back on September 19, 
2027, and can’t wait to welcome our swimmers to the river once again.” 

The Chicago River Swim will honor its charitable commitments despite the cancellation, donating 
$100,000 to Northwestern University for ALS research and $62,500 to the USA Swimming Foundation 
to fund swim lessons through the Chicago Park District for children in underserved communities. 

Participants should monitor official Chicago River Swim communications for further details and next 
steps. 

# # # 

ABOUT THE CHICAGO RIVER SWIM PRESENTED BY THE CITY OF CHICAGO AND MAYOR BRANDON JOHNSON 
The Chicago River Swim presented by the City of Chicago and Mayor Brandon Johnson is a charitable 
open-water event that brings together swimmers, advocates, civic leaders, environmental partners, and 
community members to celebrate the Chicago River and its extraordinary transformation. The City of Chicago 
and Mayor Brandon Johnson are serving as Presenting Partner, reflecting the City’s leadership in restoring 
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the river and expanding safe public access to its waterways. Their support enabled an event of this scale to 
take place in the center of downtown, reinforcing the river’s transformation and establishing the Chicago 
River Swim as a growing civic tradition. Launched in 2025, the Swim marked a historic moment as the first 
organized open-water swim in the Chicago River in 98 years. The event celebrates decades of environmental 
investment, policy leadership, and community effort that have made the river safe for human contact and 
renewed public use. Created by A Long Swim, the Chicago River Swim raises critical funds for ALS research 
and expands access to swim education and water safety for youth in underserved communities, while 
positioning the Chicago River as a shared civic asset and a symbol of Chicago’s environmental progress. For 
more information, visit ChicagoRiverSwim.org. 
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